BERRY, CHARLES
Charles is a 71-year-old gentleman on hospice because of renal cancer, right side.
Since last certification, the patient has lost 4.5 pounds. His appetite has been diminished. He is weak. He looks very pale. He is anemic. He also suffers from COPD and emphysema. So, he is both short of breath because of his COPD and because of his renal cancer and his anemia.

The patient is requiring breathing treatment every four to six hours, now he is having a hard time sleeping because of it. For this reason, he requires pain medication both for renal cancer as well as the rib pain which is the metastatic manifestation of his cancer.

The patient requires pain medication around the clock to keep his pain at bay, lives with his wife Janice who is his caregiver. His KPS score has dropped to 40%. He requires assistance with medical care. He is now staying in bed most of the time, about 12-14 hours a day and he is treated both with long-acting and short-acting morphine sulfate to keep pain controlled. Overall, prognosis is quite poor. His cancer has progressed to the point that he most likely has less than six months to live, hence remains hospice appropriate.
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